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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS - IRAQI MEDIA ATTACK U.S. POSITONS 

1 . FOR PAST SEVERAL WEEKS WE HAVE NOTED RISING TEMPO OF 
CRITICISM BY IRAQI MEDIA OF POSITIONS TAKEN BY USG ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES. ALMOST INVARIABLY, SUCH CRITICISM 
ALLEGES THAT U.S. HAS POOR RECORD ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
IS NOT ENTITLED TO POINT FINGER AT OTHERS. 

2. THESE CRITIQUES ARE USUALLY STIMULATED BY SPECIFIC 
CASES, SUCH AS HIGHLY PUBLICIZED USG SYMPATHY FOR SOVIET 
DISSIDENTS. BAGHDAD OBSERVER OF MARCH 9, HOWEVER, HAS 
MORE GENERAL ARTICLE ON SUBJECT. UNDER BYLINE OF "POLITICAL 
SECTION", WHICH IS USUALLY SUGGESTIVE OF GOI INSPIRATION, 

THE NEWSPAPER WRITES, "WE FIND IT DISGUSTING-TO BORROW 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S EXPRESSION— THAT THE AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS, 
OF ALL PEOPLE, SHOULD APPOINT THEMSELVES AS THE PIOUS 
APOSTLES OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND INSTRUCTORS OF OTHER PEOPLES 

IN THIS REGARD." ARTICLE GOES ON TO LIST ALLEGED U.S. 

VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS-TREATMENT OF THE INDIANS, 

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AGAINST BLACKS AND OTHER MINORITIES, 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BAGHDA 00442 150756Z 

AND SUPPORT OF "ZIONIST USURPATION OF PALESTINE" DEPRIVING 
PALESTINIAN INHABITANTS OF BASIC RIGHTS. THE ARTICLE 
CONCLUDES BY REMINDING ITS READERS THAT USG HAS NOT 
ENDORSED THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION 
OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND HAS FAILED TO 
JOIN THE DECADE FOR ACTION TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION LAUNCHED BY THE UNGA IN 1972. 
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3. COMMENT: ARTICLE CONTAINS OBVIOUS DISTORTIONS OF 
AMERICAN HISTORY AND IGNORES PROGRESS MADE IN FIELD OF 
RACE RELATIONS. IRAQIS WHO HAVE STUDIED OR TRAVELED 
EXTENSIVELY IN THE U.S. RECOGNIZE THAT U.S. RECORD ON 
TREATMENT OF ITS ETHNIC MINORITIES IS MUCH BETTER THAN 
MEDIA HERE WILL EVER ADMIT. EVEN MOST SOPHISTICATED 
IRAQIS. HOWEVER, WOULD BE INCLINED TO AGREE WITH VIEW 
THAT U.S. POSITION ON PALESTINE QUESTION HAS IGNORED 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND MAETERIAL ASPIRATIONS OF PALESTINIAN 
ARABS. NORTH AMERICAN DESK OFFICER AT FOREIGN MINISTRY, 

WHO IS UCLA GRADUATE AND WHO HAS SERVED AT U.N. IN NEW 
YORK, POINTEDLY TOLD EMBOFF RECENTLY THAT HE WOULD BE MORE 
IMPRESSED BY PRESIDENT CARTER S LETTER TO ANDREI SAKHAROV 
IF PRESIDENT WOULD PUBLICLY EXPRESS SYMPATHY FOR 
PALESTINIANS NOW ON HUNGER STRIKE IN ISRAELI IAILS. 

WILEY 
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